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it into a laptop computer
and records a new
episode for students and
their parents. Each pod-
cast posted on his Web
site recaps the past
week’s topics in class and
introduces what they will
learn the next week.

DALE BASLER, Appleton East
physics teacher
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NUFER: Podcast a very resourceful tool

From C-1

A frequent podcast listener,
he knew it would be a perfect
medium to reach kids. “It’s a
great way to learn about stuff
anytime you want, like while
doing dishes at night or bik-
ing.”

He had heard stories of pro-
fessors doing lectures on pod-
casts, but that was not the
right fit for his classes.

“That sounded neat, but we
don’t lecture that much in
labs. Then I thought, one thing
we don'’t do is give students an

* idea what the lesson plan is

like and what we're doing this
week and next. This would let

kids get into my mind and find
out why we do what we do.”

East senior Conor O’Ha-
gan, 18, said he listens to
Basler’s podcasts on his com-
puter.

He admits he was unfamil-
iar with podcasts and “a little
iffy” about the idea at first, but
now thinks podcasts are a
great resource.

“I've been gone for some
classes and it allows me to find
out what I missed. [ can listen
and find out what to review for
upcoming quizzes and he gives
a preview of the following

week. It’s really neat he’s
doing this,” he said.

Basler wants to spread use
of podcasts across the teach-
ing profession, and thinks he
has just brushed the surface of
what he can do with his stu-
dents through this medium.

“Long term, I'd like to get
students into making and pro-
ducing podcasts as another
way to assess them. I hope to
see it grow.”

Kathy Walsh Nufer writes a weekly
education column. She can be reached at
920-993-1000, ext. 290, or at
knufer@postcrescent.com.




